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Our Zero-Waste initiative here in the valley is off to a strong start with an estimated 90% of

materials being diverted from our landfill. The eco-depot isn’t quite at full operation yet as the

composter requires electricity to run. Once the composter is online, our zero-waste champs

will begin collecting compostable waste from our community. The collection schedule for

organic waste isn’t determined yet, we will announce it at a later date.

Our employees at the eco-depot have been trained in IZWTAG courses that cover a range of

topics and applications, and that incorporate elements of waste reduction, recycling,

composting. Household Hazardous Waste (HHW), construction debris, oversized items, end-of-

life vehicles and illegal dumping.
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What is IZWTAG?

Indigenous Zero Waste Technical Advisory

Group is an Indigenous run, non-profit society

that was built on the foundation of protecting

and preserving the environment and

improving waste management within every

First Nation community.

Each of IZWTAG’s founding members gained

experience by being part of the B.C. First

Nations Zero Waste Program, and passes on

valuable knowledge through training and

community support. The founding members

believe that our zero waste goals can be

achieved and have established IZWTAG in

order to meet these goals.

IZWTAG originally started as part of the B.C.

First Nations Zero Waste Program. Indigenous

Services Canada began the B.C. First Nations

Zero Waste Program in 2008 after an

assessment showed that the communities

have similar needs and challenges. A common

theme is the desire for recycling, composting,

and waste reduction activities. Solutions are

developed locally and in cooperation with

many different Regional Districts, Product

Stewards and service providers.

Calvin Jameson — IZWTAG President

Filene Mussel— IZWTAG Waste Reduction Co-ordinator
and Trainer



A NewNormal
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All landfill and eco-depot staff, contractors, and facility users in the Nass Valley must keep all work
areas clean and free of litter. Secure garbage and waste containers daily. Remove food waste immedi-
ately. Store cardboard, plastics, and recyclables properly. Store oils and odorous materials safely. Re-
port wildlife sightings and attractant concerns right away. Complete daily housekeeping and site in-
spections. Document all inspections, maintenance, and wildlife observations. Bears are attracted to
anything with food smells or human scents—including recyclables, cardboard, oils, and packaging.

Questions or sightings? Contact: Peter Squires (Eco-Depot): peter.s@peopleofthegrizzly.com
Cory Koenig (Environmental Director): cory@peopleofthegrizzly.com | 250-877-2021
Thank you for helping keep our community and wildlife safe!



Fresh Cherries, Big Impact

COMMUN I TY D I STR I BUT ION

FOOD SOVERE IGNTY IN ACT ION

Tea Creek recently secured about $80,000 worth of cherries provided by Second Harvest for indige-
nous communities here in Northwest BC. 3 pallets (297 boxes) of those fresh cherries were donated to
our community. A special thank you to Jacki Tait and the smokehouse crew for stepping up to pick up
the pallets from Tea Creek and distributing the cherries to our community. The initial distribution was
on a first-come, first-served basis. Then the smokehouse crew delivered 20 boxes directly to the Gi-
nam Wineex Foodshare in Giwinksihlkw. The remaining boxes were distributed to elders and those
who couldn’t make it to the initial distribution.

Second Harvest — Rescuing Surplus Food Since 1985

What started in 1985 as a single hatchback delivering surplus food in Toronto has grown into Canada’s
largest food rescue organization and a global leader in food waste reduction.
National Expansion: During the 2020 pandemic, Second Harvest spearheaded the Food Rescue Cana-
dian Alliance to streamline food redistribution nationwide.
Pioneering Research: They publish The Avoidable Crisis of Food Waste (updated in 2024), the only na-
tional study measuring food waste across the Canadian supply chain.
Direct Community Support: Today, Second Harvest distributes millions of pounds of surplus food
across every province and territory through its logistics network and the Second Harvest Food Rescue
App.



YOUTH PROGRAMS

Community Youth Trip& Send-Off Dinner Recap
Our community recently came together to support a trip of a lifetime for 24 local youth who are ac-
tive members of our Youth Room activities. From August 16 to August 22, 2026, the group traveled to
the Vancouver area, visiting Playland, Cultus Lake Water Park, the Vancouver Aquarium, and Science
World—a first-time travel experience for many of them.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our community, a total of $10,100.00 was raised, providing each
child with $439.00 in spending money for the trip:
50/50 Raffle: $6,017.00
Common Bowl: $3,505.00 (Special thanks to ACW for their generous $1,000.00 contribution!)
Loonie Auction: $578.00

A send-off dinner was held on Thursday, August 13, 2026, at the Auditorium to celebrate the travelers.
Thank you to everyone who brought their families, contributed to the donation pot, donated items
for the Loonie Auction, and purchased raffle tickets. Your support made this unforgettable experi-
ence possible!



YOUTH ACT I V I T I ES

Why This Trip Matters
Every year, when our young athletes prepare to
represent us at the All Native Basketball Tourna-
ment (ANT) and the Junior All Native Tournament
(JANT), our community comes together in full
force. Behind every packed send-off dinner, ev-
ery raffle ticket sold, and every fundraising target
reached are the dedicated families who show up
without hesitation.
Many of the 24 children taking part in this trip—
and their families—are the very people in the
crowd cheering, cooking, donating, and ensuring
our athletes can travel and compete. Supporting
this trip is a direct way to honor that steady ded-
ication and return the favor in the spirit of com-
munity unity. It ensures that every child in our community feels recognized, celebrated, and

supported, whether their passion is on the court
or within our daily Youth Room activities.
For many of these young people, this journey
represents much more than a simple vacation—it
is a true trip of a lifetime. Several of our youth
have not yet had the opportunity to travel out-
side our region to the Lower Mainland. Stepping
out into these new environments alongside their
peers will build confidence, broaden their hori-
zons, and create lifelong memories.

What’s in Store for Our Youth
During their time in Vancouver and the Fraser
Valley, the group will take part in a packed, high-
energy itinerary designed to spark curiosity,
build bonds, and bring plenty of joy:

Playland: A day filled with classic amusement
park thrills, rides, and games where our youth
can simply have fun and challenge themselves
on iconic attractions.
Cultus Lake Waterpark: BC’s largest waterpark,
offering a full day of waterslides, raft rides, and
aquatic fun in the sun.
Vancouver Aquarium: An inspiring, hands-on ed-
ucational experience in Stanley Park, connecting
youth with marine life, ocean conservation, and
Pacific Northwest aquatic ecosystems.
Science World: An interactive adventure featuring
mind-boggling exhibits, live science demonstra-
tions, and immersive displays designed to ignite
curiosity and creative thinking.



YOUTH ACT I V I T I ES

KinetiqMovement in the Nass Valley
We are thrilled to highlight the energy and impact of our multi-day summer breaking (breakdancing)
workshops in New Aiyansh! Rather than treating dance as a quick, one-off activity, these camps focus
on sustainable, long-term momentum—inspiring local youth to build confidence, discover their cre-
ative flow, and take leadership in their own community (even if that means practicing footwork on
cardboard at home!).

The Kinetiq Movement Philosophy
Founded as an alternative for kids who might not fit into conventional organized sports, Kinetiq
Movement skips typical recital choreography to focus on individual progression, street dance history,
and authentic self-expression.

The Cypher Standard: At the center of the program is the dance circle ("cypher")—a supportive, high-
energy environment. This model is designed to help shy children break out of their shells, give ener-
getic youth a healthy physical outlet, and teach young people how to create, move, and perform un-
der pressure.



YOUTH ACT I V I T I ES

Kim Aquino (B-Boy Kimchee) — Founder, Kinetiq
Movement
Kim has been a driving force in the global breaking
subculture since 2008. He built his foundation in
Edmonton, Alberta, learning directly from grass-
roots community builders and Indigenous breaking
leaders who provided a supportive space for him to
train, grow, and belong.
Today, Kim dedicates his career to paying that
legacy forward. By collaborating directly with local
parents and community leaders in the Nass Valley,
his goal is to ensure the creative spark stays lit long
after the music stops.

Patrick J. Hilario (Project P) — Guest Coach
A former high school teacher turned real es-
tate mentor, creative artist, and B-boy/DJ,
Patrick brings a unique dual perspective to the
workshop circle.
Seamlessly blending ten years of classroom ex-
perience with his deep roots in dance culture,
Patrick specializes in breaking down complex
rhythms into high-energy, accessible steps. His
approach ensures that every child, regardless
of experience level, walks away with new phys-
ical skills, elevated self-esteem, and their own
creative flow.

Sustaining the Energy

From the dance circle to practicing footwork on
cardboard at home, the impact of this summer’s
camp goes far beyond the gym floor. A huge
thank you to B-Boy Kimchee, Project P, and all the
youth and families in New Aiyansh who brought
their energy, passion, and spirit to the mats!

Photo Credits: Michelle “La-B-Boy” Laboucane



Summer Student BBQ
YOUTH ACT I V I T I ES

Our Summer Student Program officially wrapped up another successful season with their Annual
Community BBQ! Attendees enjoyed a classic summer menu featuring hot dogs, burgers, and potato
salad, while local youth had a blast on the inflatables set up for the afternoon. Although overall
turnout was lighter than in past years due to many local families and youth being away on summer
trips, the energy remained high and welcoming throughout the day.

Beyond being a fun summer gathering, the Annual BBQ serves as an essential capstone project for
our summer staff. Organizing and hosting the event gives students direct, hands-on experience in
public service, event planning, logistics, and community engagement. Working together to prep food,
manage activities, and host community members equips them with real-world leadership skills that
will serve them well in future academic and professional pursuits.

Thank you to all community members who came out to show their support, and congratulations to
our 2026 summer students on a fantastic season of hard work and dedicated service!



ECONOM IC DEVE LOPMENT

Business Plan DevelopmentWorkshop
We want to extend a massive thank you to everyone who joined us for our recent Business Plan De-
velopment Workshop right here in New Aiyansh!
A very special thank you goes out to our incredible guest facilitator, Ashley Provencher. Ashley is a
Business Support Officer and Business Facilitator with the Aboriginal Business and Community Devel-
opment Centre (ABDC). Born and raised in Prince George and a proud member of the Lower Nicola In-
dian Band, Ashley brought her immense wealth of knowledge, a Community Economic Development
certification, and her Technician Aboriginal Economic Development designation to our community.
This free, full-day workshop was designed to take the guesswork out of starting a business. Ashley
guided our participants through the essential steps of creating a business plan and understanding
cash flow. Attendees started developing their actual business plans right there in class, walking away
with real, practical tools to move their ideas forward.
Beyond the invaluable business insights, participants also enjoyed a light breakfast, lunch, some
great swag, and exciting door prizes!
We are incredibly grateful to Ashley for traveling to support our community's entrepreneurs and
helping our local economic visions flourish.



TRA IN ING

HEADSTART/NURSERY

NEST Graduates

Registration Open

Congratulations to the newest Concrete Finisher
graduates! Having successfully completed their
training through the UA Piping College of BC Trades
Program, these dedicated participants have offi-
cially become registered apprentices.

This local educational opportunity was made possi-
ble through strong community collaboration. Sin-
cere thanks go to NEST (Nisg̱a’a Employment Skills
Training), as well as Nisg̱a’aSchool District No. 92 for
generously providing their classroom and shop fa-
cilities.

Photo Credits: NEST

Registration is open for the Child Care Programs in
New Aiyansh, BC. Drop by the Head Start building
to pickup a registration form!

Registration
The following list of documents must be obtained
prior to child’s start date:
1) Copy of Birth Certificate.
2) Copy of Medical Care Card.
3) Copy of Status Card and/or Citizenship Card.
4) Up-to-date Record of Immunization.

Contact Gloria Nisyok if you require more informa-
tion or assistance.
Head Start Phone: (250) 633-2724























SEPTEMBER 2026
GVG CALENDAR: KEY DATES & UPCOMING EVENTS

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5
Lower Village
Recycling Pick-up

NLG Executive
Meeting

Upper Village
Recycling Pick-up

NLG Executive
Meeting

Oct 2026 Basic
Needs (SA) Intake

NLG Executive
Meeting

Oct 2026 Basic
Needs (SA) Intake

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Labour Day –
Statutory Holiday

GVG Office
Closure

Lower Village
Recycling Pick-up

Upper Village
Recycling Pick-up

Annual Back-to-
School March
8:30AM Breakfast
10:15AM March to
NESS from Gazebo

Gym Floor
Re-Opening

Anthony Stewart
& Elektra Calder
Wedding

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Lower Village
Recycling Pick-up

Upper Village
Recycling Pick-up

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Committee of the
Whole (COW)
Meeting – Day 1

Committee of the
Whole (COW)
Meeting – Day 2

Lower Village
Recycling Pick-up

Upper Village
Recycling Pick-up

Regular Council
Meeting

Oct 2026 Basic
Needs (SA) Late
Intake

27 28 29 30
Lower Village
Recycling Pick-up

Upper Village
Recycling Pick-up

Please Note for September:
• Rec Centre: Gym Floor Closed Aug 17–Sept 9 for Court Resurfacing.
• Recycling pick-up: Lower Village on Tuesdays and Upper Village on Wednesdays


