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National Indigenous Peoples Day 2025
In New Aiyansh, BC on June 20, 2025 the Gitlaxt’aamiks Village 
Government hosted their annual National Indigenous Peoples Day 
Celebration.  A total of 14 events, 5 draws, 4 contests, 6 children’s 
contests and a BBQ food sale were hosted within the celebration bringing 
in a total of $13,000.00+ that was donated to the Gitlaxt’aamiks Elders.  
This years event theme was “Celebration 25 Years of the Nisga’a Treaty: 
Building a Legacy” and the parade theme was ‘Disney is coming to town.’ 
There was 143+ GVG staff volunteers who coordinated, organized, 
cooked, conducted set-up and take-down to make this annual event a 
success. We want to thank our sponsors and spectators who helped 
make our event prosperous. 

On April 2nd, 2025, students celebrated their hard work and commitment 
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WWNI/UNBC Convocation 2025

On June 2, 2025 in Gitwinksihlkw, BC at the WWNI/UNBC Convocation there were 
11 graduates who received an array of certificates, diplomas and degree’s focusing 
in First Nations Studies, Education and Highschool Dogwood. There were seven 
graduates from New Aiyansh. We wish to extend our congratulations to the WWNI/
UNBC Graduates of 2025. All your hard work, sacrifice and dedication paid off. We 
recognize and commend the accomplishments of a higher education. Ax̱'aḵhldiit 
(They succeeded). Si’aamhl wilin! (continue to do well).

NESS Learning Feast

From Kindergarten through Grade 12, students take part in the planning, 
preparation, and serving of a traditional feast, working side by side with Elders, 
parents, and local Knowledge Keepers.  On the day of the feast, the school gym is 
alive with the sights, sounds, and scents of a true Nisg̱a’a gathering. Students wear 
regalia, drums and songs echo through the hall, and long tables are lined with 
carefully prepared traditional foods, lovingly served by the students themselves. 
The Elders share teachings and stories, passing on wisdom to the younger 
generations, while guests from across the community come together to enjoy the 
meal and celebrate the children’s efforts.The NESS Learning Feast is a living 
expression of Nisg̱a’a culture and a testament to the power of education grounded 
in identity and belonging. It reinforces intergenerational bonds, honours the 
contributions of Elders, and instills in students a deep sense of responsibility to 
carry forward the traditions of their ancestors with respect and authenticity.



NESS Graduation 2025
June 20, 2025 – New Aiyansh, BC – There were 19 graduates who celebrated their 
accomplishments and earned their Highschool Dogwood Diplomas at the Nisga’a 
Elementary Secondary School Graduation. A total of six NESS Graduates were 
from New Aiyansh.  We want to take this opportunity to congratulate the NESS 
Grads in celebrating one of many milestone achievements.  Wishing each of you 
the best of luck in your future endeavors.  Nidii haw̓hl g̱anwilaak'ils (Education 
never stops). Hak'yo'om ayuuḵ (Believe in yourself).

LGMA President’s Awarded to Darlene Morgan

Since being appointed CAO in 2004, Darlene Morgan has been at the forefront of 
transforming the Nisg̱a’a Village of Gitlaxt’aamiks into a thriving, self-governing 
community under the Nisga’a Final Agreement. She spearheaded capacity-building 
initiatives, empowering her community to fully exercise its treaty rights and 
strengthen local governance. Throughout her career, she has championed staff 
development, encouraging participation in LGMA-accredited programs like MATI 
and PADM, with nearly 30 office members achieving certification under her 
mentorship. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Darlene’s leadership shone as she 
developed and implemented a local stimulus plan to sustain her community through 
unprecedented challenges—an achievement that earned her the Professional 
Service Award – Leadership from LGMA in 2022. She was also recognized with the 
Distinguished Member Award in 2017. Most recently, she received the 2025 LGMA 
Member Awards: Life Membership, President’s Award, that honors that celebrate 
her vision, innovation, and unwavering commitment to excellence in local 
government.



Welcome To Our New 
Youth Worker

My name is Mercedes Morven. I am of 
the Ganada tribe.

I am 21 years old, I was born May 5th, 
2004, in Terrace. I am the daughter of 
Rachael Robinson and Orion Morven. 
I am a middle child. I have three 
siblings.

I was raised in New Aiyansh and 
Terrace.

I was taught to show kindness to 
others and be passionate about what I 
believe in.

I was raised with a supportive family 
who taught me all the things I know 
today. I am a very grateful human to 
have such a big and loving family.

I love learning new things. I love being 
creative, and I am proud to be 
Nisg̱a’a.

Headstart & Nursery 
Celebration Of Growth

June 26th, 2025, our Headstart 
and Nursery programs came 
together for a heartwarming 
celebration of growth and 
milestones. Families joined us 
for a joyful afternoon, sharing a 
delicious lunch and plenty of 
smiles as we reflected on the 
children’s journeys. Laughter 
and pride filled the room as 
parents, grandparents, and 
siblings captured precious 
moments with photos and hugs.
We are so proud of each child’s 
achievements, and grateful to 
all the families and staff who 
nurture their potential every 
day. Congratulations to our 
Headstart and Nursery students 
— you continue to inspire us 
with your curiosity and growth!
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July
2025

Call for Submissions

Important Dates

Farmers Market
July 13th and July 27th

NLG Executive
July 23rd-25th

WSN
July 28th-30th

TREATY TRIVIA
 In what year did the Nisga’a Final Agreement — the first modern treaty in British 

Columbia — officially come into effect? a) 1998 b) 2000 c) 2002 d) 2004

To submit your answer, please call (250) 633-3100 and ask for Stirling or you can 
e-mail it to stirling@peopleofthegrizzly.com

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO 
WIN A $50 GIFT CARD

Social Assistance 
Intake July 3rd-4th

Council Meetings
July 21st, 22nd,
& July 31st

Elder’s Pension Run
July 30th

If you would like to submit a story please call  (250)633-3100 or 
e-mail: Marianne.Guno@peopleofthegrizzly.com or 

Stirling@peopleofthegrizzly.com

Grandmother Mouse Reading 
Grandmother Mouse is a beautifully written children’s book that follows the enchanting journey of a 
wise, caring mouse who helps her family and her community through kindness, resilience, and a 
touch of quiet magic. Perfect for bedtime reading, this tale explores themes of family, tradition, and 
the strength found in even the smallest creatures.

Peter Thomas McKay, known for his lyrical prose and ability to craft memorable characters, 
delivers yet another timeless story that resonates with readers of all ages.







  

GATHERING OUR 
STRENGTH 

CANOE 
JOURNEY SIGN UP 

2025!

! 
July 25 – August 1st 
Kitimaat – Prince Rupert 

It’s that time of year again! The canoe journey is starting and we’re 

looking for sign-ups! 

13 and Under – Need a parent/ Guardian  

14 and Up – Sign up with Mercedes at the Rec centre 😊 

Mercedes@peopleofthegrizzly.com 
 



www.gitlaxtaamiks.com 
PO Box 233 • 5200 Skateen Avenue· New Aiyansh B.C. • VoJ 1Ao 

gitlaxt'aamiks 
GITMIOIIK, PEOPLE Of THE GRIZZLY 

Gitlaxt'aamiks Farmers Market 

July 13th, 2025 

10:00AM-3:00PM 

9:00AM open for set up 

Vendor space: $20.00 

1 Table to be provided. 

The extra table is 5.00 

To Reserve your table, Contact 250-633-3100 or 1-877-588-2388 

Ask for Garrett Dyer or complete the online Farmers Market application on our Gitlaxt'aamiks 

Village Government at this QR Code: 
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