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Junior All-Native Tournament 2025
From March 16th-21st I had the privilege of photographing JANT 2025 hosted in
Kelowna by the Syilx Nation where 113 teams competed across the U17 Boys,
U17 Girls, U13 Boys Gold & Silver divisions, U13 Girls Gold & Silver divisions,
and the U10 divison. I saw firsthand all the hard work the coaches, managers,
chaperones put into making sure our teams make it to each game and home
safely. I saw the drive and dedication our teams and the way they overcame
adversity time and time again. These basketball games offer a vital space for
these kids to connect and build a strong sense of belonging, through these
games, these kids can really express who they are and what they're capable
of. It’s become clear to me that we need more spaces where our youth can
build a community for themselves and to truly express themselves.

Written by: Stirling Tait, Communications Manager

X̱saak March
2025 EDITION

Scan the QR code to

view more photos on

our website





Learning Story: Exploring Oolichans – A Traditional Food Practice
At first, the kids scrunched their noses and let out a chorus of “Ew!” as the smell of the oolichans hit
them. It was a natural reaction but also a great teaching moment. We took time to talk about what
oolichans mean to us: how they’re not just a smelly little fish, but an important traditional food source
and a part of who we are as Nisga’a people. Once we shared the “why” and showed them the
technique, their mindset began to shift. Suddenly, everyone was involved ,some cautiously, some all
in. Every child was able to get at least three oolichans onto the stick by themselves. Some were
determined to finish a whole stick on their own, and one child proudly managed to thread four sticks
with around 20 oolichans on each! What was even more beautiful was the teamwork that naturally
unfolded. For those who weren’t quite ready to touch the oolichans, they still found a way to
participate holding the sticks steady for their friends or passing them along with care. No one was
left out, and everyone supported each other. There was so much curiosity and excitement: “This one
has red eyes!” “Oops, I dropped it!” That led to another lesson, how we can just rinse them off with
water and keep going. After threading each oolichan, they’d proudly hold up their sticks and show
them off to their friends beaming, proud, and excited to be part of it all. We also got to see t’ibin
flipper, and some of the kids were amazed when they learned it came from a sea lion. The learning
carried on during the bus ride, filled with chatter about eating the oolichans, what they tasted like,
and why we left them to dry. That opened up another conversation how we preserve our food and
why that process is so important in our culture. And of course, lots of giggles filled the air when they
saw the stick come out through the fish’s mouth it was all part of the hands-on fun. What started with
hesitation turned into a day full of laughter, pride, teamwork, and connection to our traditional ways.

Story submission by: Emma Robinson, Headstart Manager

Historical Documents
A folder containing documents, photos of Aiyansh and Gitlax̱t’aamiks  have been 
placed in Gitlax̱t’aamiks  Village Governments care at Hoobiyee 2025. Ellis Ross 
and Miranda Ross presented the historical documents to Chief Councillor Calvin 
Morven. Many of the photos and documents have not been seen in our community 
and the decision has been made to include high-quality scans of the documents 
and photos in this newsletter and our Zenfolio Gallery. We are currently acquiring 
the necessary supplies and equipment to handle the documents and photos with 
the care that is required when handling aged paper. One document dates back to
1918 and contains an old spelling of the Nisg̱ a’a language. Once the documents 
are scanned and stored digitally the documents and photos will be stored physically
at the Interpretive Centre.
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Call for Submissions

Important Dates

Good Friday
April 18th (Stat)

NLG Executive
April 16th, 17th

Easter Monday
April 21st (Stat)

TREATY TRIVIA
The Nisg̱a’a Final Agreement grants the Nisg̱a’a Nation ownership of approximately
how many square kilometers of land within their traditional territory?

To submit your answer, please call (250) 633-3100 and ask for Stirling or you can
e-mail it to stirling@peopleofthegrizzly.com

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO
WIN A $50 GIFT CARD

Social Assistance
Intake April 3rd-4th

Council Meetings
April 14th-15th, 17th

Elder’s Pension Run

April 28th

If you would like to submit a story please call (250)633-3100 or
e-mail: Marianne.Guno@peopleofthegrizzly.com or

Stirling@peopleofthegrizzly.com

The four Simgigat were:
Lax̱gibuu: Sim’oogit Ksidiyaawaḵ - Gitlax̱t’aamiks - Hubert McMillan
Gisḵ’aast: Sim’oogit Wii Lax̱ha - Ging̱olx - Hubert Stevens
Lax̱sgiik: Sim’oogit Gilsen - Gitwinksihlkw - Ron Nyce
G̱anada: Sim’oogit Ax̱dii Will Luug̱ooda - Lax̱galts’ap - Bert Mckay

Did you know?
In April 27th 1998, the
Nisg̱a’a Tribal Council
met for the 41st Annual
Convention in New
Aiyansh at the
Gitlax̱t’aamiks
Recreation Centre. It
was at this time that
four Simgigat called
the Centre’s name:

“Wilp Galts’aphl Git
Midiik”
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